
e. Regulations 

Because of special management considerations, angling regulations 
are complex. A salmon punch card is required'with a daily bag limit 
of three trout and five salmon, but no more than two salmon greater 
than 22 inches total length. There are also special weekly bag 
and possession limits. 

2 - Humboldt County 
a. Species Present 

Fall chinook and winter steelhead are the primary species present. 
Secondary species include coho and summer steelhead. 

b. Stocking Program 

Production goals for Mad River fish plants from Mad ~ive; Hatchery 
are 100,000 chinook yearlings and 4 million fingerlings, 500,000 
coho yearlings, and 250,000 winter/summer steelhead yearlings. Most 
planting is done in the spring, with some fall plants. 

c. Fisheries 

Fall chinook are caught from October through December. Few are 
taken after that. Winter steelhead enter as early as November, with 
best fishing in January and February. Coho are taken December 
through January primarily. Summer steelhead reside in the lower 
river during summer and early fall months. 

Angler access is limited to the lower thirteen miles and some access 
is available several miles upstream. The majority of Mad River in 
Humboldt County is privately owned and posted. Most fishing is from 
shore, with some drift boating and boating in the estuary 

d. Management 

Mad River Hatchery is a non-mitigation facility that supplements 
wild stock production. Stream improvement projects are ongoing to 
enhance salmonid spawning and rearing habitats. 

e. Regulations 

Accessible areas of the lower Mad River are open to angling year 
round. Those areas are closed to fishing during low flows from 
early October to late December to prevent adult salmon overharvest. 

Humboldt County 

a. Species Present 

Fall chinook and winter steelhead are the primary species present. 



Secondary ~ p e s i e s  include coho and a few coastal cutthroat trout. 

Stocking Frogram 

Frairie Creek Hatchery stocks the Redwood Creek drainage, primarily 
back into Frairie Creek. Releases include around 50,000 yearling 
chinook, 50,000 yearling coho and 40,000 yearling steelhead. 

c. Fisheries 

Hinter chinook enter Redwood Creek when the mouth opens to the 
ocean, normally in late October. Anglers bank fish for them through 
December. Coho are caught November into January.' Winter steelhead 
fishing occurs December into February. 

Angler access is good from the mouth to Prairie Creek by road, about 
three miles.' A few cutthroat trout are cauqht in the same area 
during migration periods in the fall and spring. 

d . Management - .  

Much of Redwood Creek'is within Redwood National Park. The 
embayment water level is manipulated by RNP with controlled 
breaching summer through fail. This allows for extended rearing for 
salmonids, primarily chinook, and alleviates local flooding 
problems. All of lower Redwood Creek is leveed, which has stopped 
natural water circulation to the south slough. Gated culverts have 
been installed through the south levee to restore circulation and 
increase rearing space. 

e. Regulations 

The lower six miles of Redwood Creek is open to anqlinq year round. 
The remainder is closed to fishing from mid-November throuqh late 
May to protect adult spawners and pre-smolts. The lower river is 
closed during low flows from early October to late December to 
prevent adult salmon overharvest. 

4.1 Smith River - Del Norte County 
a. Species Present 

Winter chinook and winter steelhead are the primary species present. 
Coastal cutthroat trout is the secondary sport species. 

b. Stocking Program 

A private non-profit hatchery at Rowdy Creek releases primarily 
chinook and steelhead into the Smith River system. Production goals 
are 450,000 chinook smolts and 35,000 steelhead smolts released 
annually. 

c .  Fisheries 
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CALIFOWTIA* DIVISION OF FISH AD GAhZ - l I S R  STOCXgL'G RECORD MO . 
Nane of l a k e  dr 'stream- ' - Tr ibu ta ry  to-00 cRm,K River system 
Other names County ~ . m  Township - 1 m  rZange - 1~ S e c t i o n  - 27 
Srtrem s e c t i o n :  " 7  From : To: * Length of stream sec t ion :  

1932 370,840 

1933 446,570 
'1933 83,925 1933 69,840 

I 

I 
1934 4 0 0 a  : 19 34 29,628 

5 176.060 

1936 121,000 
a938 

I ~ 

---- 

June24 35,000 50 prairie C r . h t .  ~ e b r . 2 ~  36,000 50 Prair ieCr.Hat .  I 

r1 .( 48 w ?1 R I 
w w 46 w 11 O j 
It 1t 11 n 

I 
7,500 25 Febr.23 16,400 45.5 " w I 

w w Apr.28 48,000 24 It If w I 1 
Apr .29 18,200 21 v ff 11 1 

n ?1 I1 " 29 10,000 24 
-L I 
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CALIFORPJIA D I V I S I O N  OF FISH AD G&G - F I S H  STOCdIKG RECORD No. 
Nane of l ake  o r  ~ t r e a m  PRhT- Tr ibu ta ry  to- River system 
Other names County Township-RangeD Section= 
Stream s e c t i o n :  +. From: To: Length of stream sec t ion :  

19 31 53,230 

I 
1932 1 44,460 

19 38 

1933 39,060 
f 
. 1934 I 22,400 ! 

I 
I ... 

I. 

L 
June27 

I 

" 1t i f  

t 

I I 

I I 

1 

I 

- 

Rescusd-WilsonCr. 1939 

i 

3,360 

1,300 
48 

17 1 7 , Prairie Cr. Hat. 

1 I 

I 

25 
2 

I I '  I 
I 

I 





CALIFORNIA DIVISION OF FISH AND GAME 

Stream Survey 

No 

N~~~---~rairie--!h-eek -----------: T i t  system--SamL------ 

Other names 

County H~1dt-t--t---tt-t----tttttt-t-t-t--t--tttttT~~~hipP------PPPU-~ ~ a n ~ e - - - - l - _ ~ ,  ----- &--=---- 
Tributaries L~~%--mda.---(f~l~-ek 

Length ----c------ . . Mmunum flow 
Constant Rapid 
Intermittent 
Dry 

STREAM SECTION 1 UPPER 1 MIDDLE 1 LOWER 

Past stocking-species and ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 3 [ e ~ ~ _ ~ - ~ ~ a . ~ l t s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ e e ~ ~ ~ s ~ ~ c ~ i ~ s ~ i t h y e s ~ u ~ t ~ ~ u n ~ _ n O ~ ~ a ~ ~ ~ ~ t _ ~ ~ & ~ ~ ~ ~  
n a t u r a l  r e ~ r o d u c t i o n s .  --- -- ------------------- ---- ---- 

Extent of natural propagation__PrdhaUgYYYexf ~ I Y ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Sources of data 4YmIIII I.--- ~ - + - A I E I I I B ~ & d u r f e - - e - - e e e  

Character of drainage b a s k  
Dominant trees, brush 
Spawning grounds 
Fish food ---------------------------------I 

Fishes present 

Same References - - --- . . Div. of Fish and Game opera te  egg co l l ec t ing  racks  a t  mouth o f  Lost Man Creek.- Addltlonal data --------- 

Degree fished . . .  
Stocking accessibility 
Stocking recommendations 

Hatchery i s  l o c a t e d  --- nGar creek on Lost  hlan Creek. P r i n c i p a l  va lue  of racks is  i n  ---- 
c o l l e c t i n g  S i l v e r  Salmon eggs. The s t ream i s  subjec t  t o  heavy f r e s h e t s .  Stream - ------ ----- 

1886 3-33 TOY 
CALlFORNlA STATE PRINTING OFFICE 

3 a VY 
R e d w o  od m w n a r R l l e l s  

S . S . ; S . H. C .I 
s f o r  s 

. el-mile s 
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DIVISION O F  FISH A N D  GAME 

FIELD CORRESPONDENCE 

FROM: S. C. Srnedley' PLACE Orick, C a l i f r  

TO: Byweau of Fish Conaervstion DATE B c ,  8, 1950 

SUBJECT: Redwood Creek KS P l t n t  

Pear Sir: 

In your l e t t e r  of Nov. 16th outlining the program of Pra i r ie  
Creek Hatchery fo r  the coming aeaaon i t  waa stated that the 
100,000 F'all Creek KS on hand were t o  be planted local ly  r a  
reoommended by Garth Murghy and xnyae3.f. 

S h o e  there is no designated looal i ty  f o r  the80 KS, and slnos 
they are, in a sense, eurplue f ish, and since Pra i r ie  Cr. i a  
now an experimental hatchery, i C  l a  my recommendation that 
subject fiah.be planted In Redwood Creek, I fur ther  recomm- 
end that the planting technique used i s  tha t  suggested $n my 
l e t t e r  of April 3rd. 

It wae propoaed, you w i l l  recal l ,  that l ive-cars be used in 
planting anadromoua f iehes j  the f i s h  were t o  be held i n  l ive  
-cam near the mouth of the planted stream until accuatomed 
to salt aater and then planted directly into the ocean, thus 
eliminating stremn losses. 

ln the or iginal  proposal, 600,000 K S  (termed a eaturation 
p lan t )  was the plant suggeeted fo r  Redwood Creek; however, 
100,000 unalloteQ K S  are now on hand and t h l e  number Is large 
enough fo r  a pracjrlcal bmonatration of the rad ioa l  prorredure 
outlined, E'urthermore, it might be wiae t o  make tkie i n i t i a l  
attempt a t  th l e  new technique with the srnaller number; mech- 
anical  d i f f i c u l t i e s  m i a t  thus be oorrected before any "pro- 
duotion" plant  i a  made, Because we would be developing a 
new technique 1 do not believe the f i r e t  p k n t  should be 
conaidered a p rodu~t ion  plant.  

Any production plant  made under the new procedure should con- 
e i s t  of marked fish and i t  i a  poaaible tha t  a l l  marking com- 
binations have been asaigned by the Tri-State committee; the 
vi r tue ,  however, of learning the new procedure would remain 
uneff'ected by the possible lack of marking. 

O t h r  than Bifupphyle fish acreen and poeaibly the writelss 
grader, the State 01 California hae, to  my knowledge, con- 
t r ibuted l i t t l e  of an or iginal  nature t o  Fieh work i n  gen- 
eral, The p ~ o p o e a l  ou%lfned 6 my l e t t e r  of April 3rd and 
discussed here haa d ia t ino t  poas ib i l i t i ea ;  i f  it i s  attempted, 
the Fu l l  reeouross o f  the Bureau should be behind the attempt, 

cc t Garth Murphy 

Yours truly, flea/ 
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Hatchery Product i o n  

The P r a i r i e  Creek Hatchery r e 1  eased 54,048 s t e e l  head, 52,708 

ch inook and 209,081 coho j u v e n i l e s  i n  the 1979-1980 f i s c a l  year 

(Sanders 1981). Chinook j u v e n i l e s  were re leased  i n t o  a t r i b u t a r y  of 

P r a i r i e  Creek as age 1+ f i s h  i n  March and A p r i l  (Sanders, personal 

communication). Only a few hatchery f i s h  were caught du r ing  the  

sampl i n g  year. Hatchery f i s h ,  recognized by f i n - c l  i p s  and l a r g e  size, 

were re leased before the m ig ra t i on  of w i l d  j u v e n i l e  salmonids. One 

hatchery coho, i d e n t i f i e d  by a f i n  c l i p ,  was caught i n  t h e  n o r t h  slough 

du r ing  a purse se in ing  attempt on A p r i l  12. The hatchery coho was 160 

mrn long. Because o f  the re lease  and m i g r a t i o n  t i m i n g  d i f fe rence 

between hatchery and w i l d  salmonids, i t  appears hatchery f i s h  were n o t  

impact ing w i l d  j u v e n i l e  chinook and steelhead u t i l i z i n g  the  estuary. 
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Releases to Prairie Creek from Caltrans Pond ~earinu Proaram 
As of XGKL1995 

Year Chinook - CWT Number - Coho CWT Number SH - 



STREAM 
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F ~ O *  P r r  - 
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Condition of fish &.y t ~ '  Time en route-Truc k 3 h L  f i  a c l i r p h n -  
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PCFWWRA 
Prairie Creek 1992 

Releases 

Chinook 

June 4 6,340 released in Prairie.Cr. @ first hole 
above confluence with Redwood Cr. 
@ 167 per lb. 

June 30 1,850 released in Prairie Cr. @ Elk Prairie 
@ 296 per lb. 

All Chinook releases were un-tagged. 
The total Chinook release of 8,190 represents 90.0% of the 
eyed eggs, and 57.0% of the total egg take. 

Coho 

June 5 

June 5 

June 6 

June 6 

June 7 

June 7 

June 8 

June 8 

7,120 released in upper Prairie Cr. from 
fire road crossing upstream 

@ 160 per lb. 
3,180 released in May Cr. 

@ 172 per lb. 
4,290 released in Brown's Cr. 

@ 172 per lb. 
3,780 released in Boyes Cr. 

@ 352 per lb. 
1,140 released in S.Fk. Brown's 

@ 352 per lb. 
1,140 released in each of the following; Ten 
Tapo Cr.,Little Cr., Worn Grove Cr.,CREA Cr. 

@ 352 per lb. 
1,140 released in Bud Pond Grove Cr. 

@ 352 per lb. 
1,500 released in Big Tree Cr. 

@ 352 per lb. 

All Coho releases were un-tagged. 
The total Coho release of 26,710 represents 96.0% of the 
eyed eggs, and 59.0% of the total egg take. 

Steelhead 

June 30 6,810 released in Prairie Cr. @ fire road 
crossing 

@ 450 per lb. 
All Steelhead releases were un-tagged. 
The total Steelhead release of 6,810 represents 89.0% of the 
eyed eggs, and 45.0% of the total egg take. 
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NOTES 
PINK SALMON IN PRAIRIE CREEK, CALIFORNIA 

develop the grotesque hump seen in the specimen pictured. 

" FIGURE 7. Pink salmon (Oncorhynchus gorbuscha) from Prairie Creek, California. 
Photograph by I. B. Kimsey 


